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SUBJECT: MAURITIUS WEEKLY REVIEW - MARCH 10 - SUMMARY 
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(B) PORT LOUIS A-2 1, MARCH 10, 1978 

1 . THE TURMOIL INSIDE THE LABOR PARTY SET OFF BY THE FIVE 
DISSIDENT DEPUTIES, KNOWN AS THE YOUNG TURKS, CONTINUED THIS 
WEEK. THE PRIME MINISTER REPORTEDLY MADE SOME CONCESSIONS 
TO THEIR DEMANDS, SUCH AS AGREEING TO THE OUSTER OF CERTAIN 
OVERAGED HEADS OF PARASTATAL AGENCIES, FORBIDDING THE USE OF 
GOVERNMENT CARS BY MINISTERS FOR PERSONAL TRIPS, AND THE 
ENDING OF DUTY-FREE PURCHASES BY CERTAIN PRIVILEGED PERSONNEL. 

BUT HE REFUSED TO CONSIDER REMOVING WALTER, JAGATSINGH, AND 
MOHAMED FROM THE CABINET. 
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2. THE DRAWING OF LINES BETWEEN THE BOOLELL AND RINGADOO 
FACTIONS OF THE LABOR PARTY IS BECOMING MORE APPARENT. 

THE EMBASSY'S SOUNDINGS INDICATE THAT AGRICULTURE MINISTER 
BOOLELL ENJOYS SUPPORT FOR THE SUCCESSION TO RAMGOOLAM 
AMONG THE PRIVATE SECTOR, THE MAURITIAN SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC 
PARTY (PMSD). THE ELITE OF THE MUSLIM COMMUNITY, AND EVEN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


AMONG THE OPPOSITION MAURITIAN MILITANT MOVEMENT (MMM) - 
IN THAT THEY VIEW HIM AS BEING LESS HOSTILE TO THEIR PARTY 
THAN IS RINGADOO. INSIDE THE LABOR PARTY BOOT .ELI. 

HAS THE CLEAR PUBLIC SUPPORT OF THE YOUNG TURKS, BUT A 
LEADER OF THE LARGE BODY OF LOWER CASTE HINDUS HAS AS YET 
GIVEN NO INDICATION WHERE HIS SYMPATHIES LIE. 

3. IN THE ECONOMIC AREA FINANCE MINISTER RINGADOO, WHILE 
ON A MISSION TO INDIA, SIGNED A LOAN AGREEMENT FOR RS 100 
MILLION TO PURCHASE INDIAN COMMODITIES FOR BOTH CONSUMPTION 
AND DEVELOPMENT PURPOSES. ARAB INVESTORS ARE REPORTEDLY 
COMING TO MAURITIUS LATER THIS MONTH TO EXAMINE THE INVESTMENT 
CLIMATE. ONE PROJECT MAY BE THE CONSTRUCTION OF A REFINERY 
AND PETROCHEMICAL PLANT. THE CONSUMER PRICE INDEX ROSE BY 
.9 OF A POINT IN JANUARY. REACHING A FIGURE OF 1 14.6 (WITH 
JUNE 1976 AS THE BASE). 

KEELEY 
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